How many people develop fractures with what outcome?
Osteoporosis is an important clinical and public health problem because of its association with fractures. Osteoporotic fractures result in significant morbidity, mortality and health and social care costs. Hip fracture is the major adverse health consequence associated with the disease, although other fractures are also linked with significant adverse outcomes. Because of current demographic trends, the number of men and women with osteoporosis and osteoporotic fractures is set to increase dramatically over the next 50 years unless effective preventive measures are adopted. Over and above this demographic trend there is evidence that the age-specific rates of fractures have increased during the last century. This chapter reviews the epidemiology of osteoporotic fractures, including their occurrence, descriptive epidemiology and impact.